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confession, the priest shall absolve him, (if he humbly and heartily desire it after this sort.)" By the 113th Canon, empowering ministers to present offences at the court of visitation, it is provided that " if any man confess his secret and hidden sins to the minister, for the unburthen-ing of his conscience, and to receive spiritual consolation and ease of mind from him, he shall not in any wise be bound by this constitution, but is strictly charged and admonished, that he do not at any time reveal and make known to any person whatsoever, any crime or offence so committed to his trust and secrecy, (except they be such crimes as by the laws of this realm his own life may be called in,question for concealing the same,) under pain of irregularity.
CONFESSIONS OF FAITH. The systems of Theology drawn up by foreign Reformers were frequently called Confessions of faith. In imitation of them the Puritans in England drew up the Westminster Assembly's Confession of Faith.
The assembly of Divines at Westminster met on the 1st July, 1643; and, agreeably to engagements between the convention of estates in Scotland, and both houses of parliament in England, and upon invitation from the assembly at Westminster, commissioners were sent from the general assembly of the Kirk of Scotland to co-operate with them, " in all such things as might conduce to the better extirpation of popery, prelacy, heresy, schism, superstition, and idolatry, and in uniting this whole island in one form of church government, one confession of faith, one catechism, and one directory for the worship of GOD." The Westminster- confession of faith was approved and adopted by the general assembly of the Kirk of Scotland, on 27th August, 1647, Sess. 23, and was ratified by act of parliament, 7th February, 1649. This confession, which is still maintained by the Scottish establishment, is very awful and severe in its anathemas against the Church of England, To all such confessions there is the grand objection that they infringe Christian liberty, supersede the Scriptures, while professing to receive the Bible and the Bible only; exclude such as ought not to be excluded, and admit such as ought not to "be admitted; they tempt men to hypocrisy and preclude improvement. The most